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Application of the Boundary Element Method to Three-Dimensional
Dynamic Solution of Fluid-Saturated Porous Media Problems

A.R. Khoee and A.M. Kaynia
Civil Engineering Department,University of Wales Swansea,Singleton Park, Swansea SA28PP, U.K.
Norwegian Geotechnical Institute, P.O. Box 3930, Ulleval Hageby, N-0806 Oslo, Norway

ABSTRACT - In this paper, an advanced implementation of the direct boundary element method applicable
to steady-state dynumic analysis involving three-dimensional fluid-saturated porous media is presented. The
coupled differential equations in terms of solid displacement and pore-fluid pressure are derived Jrom the field
equations by the application of the Fourier transform. The boundary integral formulation is obtained by the
weighted residual method and the associated fundamental solutions, which define the solid displacement field
and the pore pressure due to point forces in the solid and point sources in the medium, are obtained by the

method developed by Kupradze. As a numerical example of the boundary element model, the dynamic
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response of three-dimensional rigid square foundations bonded to the surface of a water-saturated half-space is

numerically obtained. The results presented in this paper display the variations with frequency of the real and

imaginary parts of the compliance functions of rectangular foundations and the effect of soil permeability on

these functions.
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